
Library Bond Act Grant Applications - Cycle 1
Individual Application Summary

Project Name [Number] Frazier Park Branch Library (Kern County 
Library)  1019

Current Square Footage 1,184

Applicant Kern, County of Project Square Footage 9,972
Operating Library Jurisdiction Kern County Library Service Area Population: 7,051
Project Type New Library
Project Priority 1st Anticipated Construction Start Date: 2/1/2004
     Joint Use Type Joint Venture
Multipurpose?  NO Total Project Amount $5,356,119
Leased Site:  NO State Grant Amount $3,208,477

Rated Other
[see map]

273%

Yes

Poor Condition ( = Very Good )

Very Good

Acceptable
Outstanding

Overall Rating:  Very Good

Needs of Residents/Response of Proposed Project to Needs    The needs assessment is very difficult to use and understand due to its organization.  Summary 
forms of information would be easier to read.  Much of the raw information is included and would benefit from organization and analysis.  The community involvement 
was good and there seems to be consensus about what kind of library services they want.  K-12 needs are not analyzed.

Summary of Review Panel Comments

The plan of service:  The overall Plan of Service for this somewhat isolated mountain community is excellent.  The need for the community is for an appropriately sized, 
modern public library.  With the level of population increase experienced and anticipated, the immediate need is to provide quality basic library services.  The joint 
venture service,  a "Learning Lab," does not appear to be supported by the needs assessment.  It appears that there may not be adequate library staff  to assist with 
tutoring if they are to perform their other duties.

Age and Condition of Existing Facility   The existing library was built in 1981 and has not been remodeled.  Major deficiencies of the current facility:  leased facility is 
over-crowded; not ADA compliant, inadequate technology infrastructure.  

                        Bond Act Factors [California Code of Regulations Title 5, Section 19998 (a)]

Age and Condition of Existing Library:
Inadequacy of the existing library in meeting needs of residents and the response
          of proposed project to meeting the needs:

Population Growth: 
Urban/Rural:

Population Growth  273.2%

Plan of Service integrates appropriate technology:
Appropriateness of Proposed Site:

Financial capacity of applicant to open and maintain operation of the library
          (new libraries only):
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Appropriateness of Proposed Site  The site is within .1 mile from the post office, senior hall, community hall, museum, community health center, and was the site 
"most desired by everyone" during the needs assessment information gathering.  Only two sites in the community fit the site selection criteria, in part because much of 
the land in the area is National Forest land.  Site is located in center of community; community's first choice in Needs Assessment.  This is a rural mountain community 
with unimproved trails for pedestrians, bicycles, skateboards, as well as good automobile access and ample parking.

Financial Capacity   The applicant has committed to the on-going operation of the completed library.

The building program:  While the general requirements are thorough, they would be more accessible if they were organized into sections so that the reader could locate 
information quickly.  Adjacencies and space descriptions are well done and clear, and the program follows the plan of service.

Joint use agreement:  Learning Lab  The agreement does not represent a partnership between the two parties, but more closely resembles the types of library services 
that are provided by a public library in the course of providing library services for all user groups in the service area.  While the school district will be providing funding,  
the brunt of the responsibility falls on the library to operate the joint venture services while the school district only encourages the use of the facility.  Due to the rural 
nature of the community, this will not be a library with a large after-school population.

Plan of Service Integrates Appropriate Technology   The overall technology plans are unclear.  There is no indication of the number of computers which will be 
available in the computer learning center.

The conceptual plans adequately incorporate the requirements of the building program.
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